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I. Sam. chap. vii. ver. 6. 
* We have finned againſt the Lord.“ 


E are met together to humble ourſelves before almighty 


6c «© heavy judgements which our manifold provecations have moſt 
* juſtly deſerved.” And, if the nation in general ſhould be 
difpoſed for fo ſober and religious a fervice, we have great rea» 
fon to hope it might be attended with the happieſt effects upon 
the “ peace, ſafety, and proſperity, of theſe kingdoms.” We 
have not only frequent examples of the practice, but likewiſe en- 
couragements of the efficacy, of ſuch holy interceſſions, from 
the eaclieft periods of the Jewiſh hiſtory ; among which people 
the obfervance of this rite appears to have been extremely ſolemn; 
too folemn, perhaps, to ſuit the temper of an age of the molt un- 
bounded levity and diſſipation. 


That national calamities were the confequences of national 
wickedneſs and impiety was a point of eſtabliſhed belief; and 
A2- they 


« God, to obtain pardon of our fins, and avert thoſe 


6 


they nh nothing could be more agreeable to the divine will, 
or available to ſoften his diſpleaſure, than joining together in the 


moſt hunible expreſſions of their dependance upon his protection, 
and in the public and private exerciſes of repentance. For this 
pious purpoſe, not only a day was ſet apart, but the people were 
earneſtly exhocted to prepare to meet it with the greateſt ſeriouſ- 
neſs and devotion ; abſtaining mean time from their fins, which 
was always deemed eſſential to n and religious a duty. 


And if there has, in al ages, been the fame uniform and un- 
varied ſyſtem of divine government diſpenſed either in good or 
evil, according to the public merits or demerits of any people; 

which reaſon and analogy inform us may be, and revelation aſ- 

ſures us is, the method of God's dealings with nations; the ſe- 

veral examples we meet with in ſacred hiſtory may be applicable 

to the circumſtances and condition of theſe kingdoms; and it 
| behoves us, as a wile and underſtanding people, to profit by 
their experience; and, while the divine diſpleaſure ſeems ſenſibly 
awakened againſt us, to reſort to the ſame means of n .. 


Whether we are likely to ſandti y it with ſuch pious diſpoſi- - 
tions, God only knows ; but, if we bring no other weapons with 
us than thoſe of rebuke and mutual reproach ; or, if the obſer- 
vance of this ſolemnity be conſidered as a mark of political diſ- 
tinction, and ſuch petitions only be offered up as the unhallowed 
ſpirit of party may diate ; it will not only be treated in a man- 
ner very foreign from its nature and good deſign ; but, which is 
a far more ſerious concern, inſtead of propitiating the divine bleſ- 
ſings, it will aggravate the guilt, and ſwell the bulk of our nati- 
onal 


16 


onal impieties. But the decency and ſobriety of the better and 


wiſer part of the people. I truſt, will reſcue it from fo prophane 
a proſtitution. | 14155 | 


We. are become a nation of politicians, almoſt; every day of 


our lives being devoted to ſome kind of enquiry into the political 


ſtate of theſe kingdoms; and it muſt, doubtleſs, afford no very 
agreeable proſpect to thoſe who ſpend the greater part of their 
time therein, to behold the nation bending under an heavy weight : 


of taxes, and an enormous public debt. But a review of our mo- 


ral and religious ſtate, if we were equally inclined to look into 
that, or diſpoſed to devote even a ſingle day to fo uſeful an en- 
quiry, might furniſh us with far more melancholy refletions ; 


and it would be well, if they produced what would be found fo 


much wanted, — a general reformation of our lives. If we were 
as much diſpoſed to look into our own breaſts, as into pamphlets 
- and newſpapers, we might ſee that our vices have encreaſed in as 


great proportion as our public debts ; both of which are, indeed, 

now grown to ſuch an enormous height, that, unleſs a ſpeedy re- 

formation be wrought among us, we ſhall have nothing left but 
the dreadful proſpect of being undone, both here and hereafter. 


To mention the various follies, vices, and corruptions, of the 
times, would be an endleſs taſk ; and, indeed, they are become 
ſo notorious, that there is little occaſion to enumerate them; 


their unhappy effects being but too _ oy! and n 
lamented too by good men, 
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beſt of men might diſcern, and none perhaps with a more 


It is higheiĩme, therefore, to awaken and repent of our ini- 
quities and paſt follics z and, while ſome are vainly ſeeking for a 
remedy, for all our political complaints, in a change of men and 
meaſures, we may be directed to the only means of obtaining a 
hſting and radical cure for our moral and religious ones, in a 


change of our vicious hearts and affections. And, if we could mo- 


derate, for a time, the warmth of our diſputes, and ſubmit to 
the wholeſome regimen of ſuch a courſe of ſerious and religious 
reflection, at all times ſo ſeaſonable, but at the preſent juncture 


b vety neceſſory, it might, in the end, be attended with the hap- 


pieſt effects. Even the moſt poſſeſſed among us with the © evil 
« ſpirit” of party, whom no chains could bind,” might, by 


the ſober diſcipline of * prayer and faſting,” be reſtored to the 
community, and be found, to our great joy, among the ratio- 


nal part of mankind, © clothed, and in his right mind.” The 


« fingle eye,” the uſefulneſs of employing ſuch an opportunity 


to the improvement of virtue and the parer exerciſes of devotion; 


and the worſt might be awakened into a belief, that, when God's 


4 judgements are in the earth,” it might be prudent to conſi- 
der them as awful remembrancers,. intended to teach. us cighte- 
ouſneſs. „%% ge ro 


And, that we may have incurred the divine diſpleaſüre by fuch- 
fins as, by the general countenance and encouragement given them, 


may be juſtly ſtiled national, is at leaſt a very probable conjec- 
ture; and no more is required: than a bare belief that there is a 


poſſibility of the exiſtence of ſuch a ſcheme of moral government, 
to enable us to diſcern fome very ſevere intimations of it; inſo- 
- much 


1 
much chat a religious mind would ſcarce ſcruple 0 pronounce 


tem ſuch, 


| The preſent moment is, perhaps, as ſerious and alarming as 
any to be met with in the annals of our country, and it may be 
big with the future fate of theſe kingdoms, The war we have 
been long engaged in, and which was undertaken upon the ſo- 
lemn deliberation of the great council of the nation, hath not hi- 
therto proved fo ſutceſsful as our expectations ſeemed to promiſe, 
from the military ardour of our troops, and the ſuperior ſkill and 
experience of our commanders, The revolted colonies have not 
only refuſed to return to their allegiance, and affected indepen- 
dency, but, it is feared, may have entered into an alliance, — an 
unnatural alliance, with the rival power of theſe kingdoms; the 
inveterate enemy of the peace of Europe, and of all the world; 
a power, from whoſe tyranny and exorbitant incroachments, it 
5 not long ſince coſt us an immenſe prafulion of blood and treaſure 
| toreſcue them. 


And herein we reap the bitter fruits of our own diviſions and diſ- 
tractions; for, though i it is a maxim of unqueſtionable truth, to 
which there lies an appeal to the common ſenſe of mankind, that 
« a kingdom divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand,” and we have 
ſo often found it exemplified in the hiſtory of other nations, yet 
we have hitherto ſtood, and, in ſome caſes, contrary to general ex- 
pectation and experience; which we have certainly greater reaſon 
to aſcribe to the ne bleſſings of God, than to our own wiſdom 
and virtue. 


[33 


Some circumſtances which have occurred, during the unhappy 
progreſs c of our diſputes with America, render it more than pro- 
babl8, that the foundation of a new and independent empire was 
among the firſt, though, perhaps, the moſt ſecret, deſigns of 
their leaders. The endeavours, ſo warmly exerted in theſe king- 
doms, to juſtify their reſiſtance, and to aid and encourage them 


in it, ſeem now to have nearly anſwered the utmoſt wiſhes of | 
the moſt ſanguine among their abettors. To ſome a luſt for pow- 
er, ſo natural to vicious minds, and the eager ambition of ob- 
taining i at any rate, might firſt have ſuggeſted the idea, that 
the fruſtration of all our efforts, to reduce the colonies to a con- 


ſtitutional obedience to the Britiſh legiſlature, might, in the end, 


prove the moſt effectual ſtep to their own advancement ; and it was 
natural to men of ſuch views to ſeize an occaſion ſo favourable to 
their intereſts; hoping, it may be, that, when difterences ſhould 


be inflamed to the higheſt pitch of deſperation, it might be found 


neceſſary to call in -h u t power and influence to compoſe them: 


or, that the nation, become impatient under the doubtful conflict, 


would look towards Aram, the mountains in the Eaſt; and 


the popular voice might call from thence © the man whoſe eyes 


are open,” to take up his well-known. 9 parable” for the ſal- 
vation of his country. N Probes: rel eve 4 


And, from the ae of God, conſequent upon theſs our 


follies and factions, it is ſcarce within the power of a combina- 


tion of the worſt contingences in nature to preſent a more humili- 


ating picture than theſe kingdoms at this time exhibit. A late 
flouriſhing people, that gave laws to the whole world, now forced, 


through. 


(3.3 

through the fatal tendency of her own diviſions, to ſupplicate for 
peace at the feet of her diſobedient colonies. The reduced ſtate 
of our finances, and enfeebled means of internal defence, pub- 
liſhed to the whole world, and circulated through the moſt diſ- 
tant parts of the globe, at a time when every power in Europe is 
at leiſure, and ſtands prepared to take the advantage of our dif- 
treſsful condition. Theſe things carry ſuch appearances of judi- 
cial blindneſs and infatuation, that God grant our enemies may 
not ſeize the opportunity of improving them to our ruin, 


It hath long been the practice of European powers, whenever 
any two nations have been engaged in war, either to aſſiſt the 

ſtrongeſt, with a view of ſharing in the ſpoils, or to ſuccour the 
weakeſt, in order to ſupport the balance of power: but, of the 
_ Juſtice or neceſſity of entering upon war in ſuch caſes, our ſenſes, 
perhaps, may furniſh us with no idea; though it is certain we 
have often waſted our treaſure, and impaired our ſtrength, in 
ſuch diſputes, without the leaſt view of bettering our condition 
in the iſſue and concluſion. 


The object of the preſent war is of a very different nature from 
theſe; and, if to prevent the diſmemberment of a large and va- 
luable part of the empire, our having adopted the only means, 
which neceſſity ſeems to have required, be good policy; — if, to 
ſuccour and ſupport the well - affected to our government, and to 
defend and ſecure them in the juſt defence of their rights and pro- 
perties, and the exerciſe of their liberties, be à point of juſtice; 
and, ſurely, theſe were the only means we had left to ſupport 
them j in either; if theſe be maxims of juſtice, or ſound policy, we 

B never 
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never yet entered upon any war with greater appearances of both. 


Of all kinds of war, indeed, notwithſtanding the glorious at- 
chievements to which they give birth, and the beams of heroic 
virtue with which they enliven the hiſtotic page, we may adopt 
the ſentiment of the Roman orator, © ad pacem hortari non 
«© defino, que vel injuſta, eſt utilior quam juſtiſſimum bellum.“ 


And ſhould the differences between us, which have fo long 


reſiſted the louder appeals of war, prove of too obſtinate a nature 
io yield to the © till ſmall voice” of accommodation, it is wor- 
thy the conſideration of the warmeſt adyocates for their cauſe, 


whether it is not, in the nature of things, that ſome kind of go- 
vernment muſt neceflarily be formed on the ruins of that which 


is deſtroyed; but, can the wiſeſt among that people ſay, amidſt 
the various defigns of their leaders, and the uncertain iflue and 
event of things, what that kind of government may be; and, 


whether nnder it, his happineſs (hall be improved, his property 


more ſecure, and his civil and religious liberties enlarged. 


Theſe are the great DR of living under government ; and, if 
2 man has not the moſt reaſonable and well-grounded aſſurance. 
that his condition ſhall be bettered, it muſt be nothing elſe than 
madneſs which could engage him in fo wild an adventure. It 
ſhould moreover be remembered, that, whatever appearances 


things may wear at the beginning of troubles, they often take a 
very different turn; the firſt objects entirely diſappear, and new 
ſcenes ariſe which bear no viſible relation to the firſt: defign ; 
therefore, what has already been our caſe, may be one day theirs ;. 
for the moſt hateful tyrannies have been erected upon the ruins 

| of 


1 


of our excellent conſtitution, while the holy name of God, and 
the ſacred love of f liberty, have been abuſed to ſanctify them. 


| That the inhabitants of Auen, and of every other country, 
ſhould be liable to be deceived, or prone to be miſled, by the 
artſul and defigning, is extremely natural; but, it looks like an 
argument of divine infatuation, that the whole power of a large 
continent ſhould fall into the hands of a ſet of men, the moſt 
deſperate in principle and fortune; and. a vaſt people, in the 
midſt of plenty, and poſſeſſed of every accommodation neceſſary 
to ſecure their felicity, ſhould engage in ſuch a ſcheme, as, if ſuc- 
ceſsful, may, according to the general iſſue of ſuch conteſts, ter- 
minate in the ruin of their country, and the deſtruction of their li- 
berties; for, it ſtill may be in the cataſtrophe of the dreadful tra- 
gedy that is now performing, by chat _ one ROY: help TRY 
6s another.” 


Wie cannot do any thing i more in ſeaſon, then teftify our abs 
horrence of that rebellious ſpirit which firſt gave birth, and hath 
ſince added ſtrength and ſtability, to the moſt hateful and op- 
preſſive tyrannies; and to pray to God, as this day's occaſion 

reminds us, to avert from us the like judgements which our fins, 
as well as . might juſtly have provoked. 


The beſt moni] we een _raife "ROPER is, to be cautious of 
riſquing the bleſſings we enjoy under a government legally ſettled 
and legally adminiſtered ; fince it is now become a ſtale practice 
with many, who wiſh to effoct a change of . to ap- 
B 2 . pear 
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( an ) 
pear actuated by the pureſt principles of liberty; in order to ob- 


tain a ſufficient ſtock of credit and confidence with the people, 


to enable them to direct the public pete to their own ends 


and advantages. 


We are told we do not enjoy ſo much liberty as we ought to do, 


and arts have been made uſe of to draw us into a like deſperate + 


ſcheme of reſiſtance with the people of America; but who are 
thoſe who tell us ſo, and invite us to make trial of ſo dangerous 


an experiment? Some of them, we know, are men moſt noto- 


riouſly ** the ſervants of corruption,” and flaves to every vice 
under heaven. Liberty and virtue are inſeparable, and we can 
have no confidence in bad men; for, when they promiſe to pro- 


cure us more liberty, they promiſe us what they are quite deſ- 
titute of themſelves, and of which it is not poſſible, in the nature 


of things, that they can have any juſt conception. For, what is 


the kind of liberty ſuch men would procure us? Is it the liber- 
ty of gratifying every inordinate appetite, or irregular deſire, 


without controul? or, in a word, the liberty of being ſuffered 


to do, every man, that which is right i in his own eyes? We have 
too much of this kind of liberty already ; and are, perhaps, 
more indebted than we may imagine to good laws, for delivering 


us 8 from the dominion, of our own  luſts and paſſions. 


Others, who pretend to the niceſt diſcernment, and in general 
take the greateſt pains to eſtabliſh. the truth of their own predic- 
tions, infinuate that we are making very haſty advances towards 
an arbitrary ſyſtem : but this can never happen in mixt govern= 
ments like ours, unleſs the two great branches of the legiſlature 
ſhould 


wo” 


1. 13 i 


ſhould unite in eſtabliſhing ſuch a ſyſtem, in 1 with the 


will of a prince who might be weak or wicked enough to affect 
it. We cannot, indeed, deny the phyſical poſſibility of ſuch a 
caſe; but ve, at preſent, live under a prince, too juſt to cheriſh 
ſuch ambition; and our great men have not only too much virtue, 
but. too much prudence, t to tranſmit their large eſtates with flavery 


to poſterity. 


” Our danger, I am afraid, ariſes from the oppoſite extreme, the 
bigb tide of licentiouſneſs threatening to break in upon our laws, 
our religion, and liberties. 


I bleſs God, there has appeared a zeal for the ſupport of the 
_ conſtitutional rights of theſe kingdoms ; a very honourable teſti- 
mony, in thoſe who have dared to avow it, of the high ſenſe they 
entertain, and of the grateful returns they are ready to make, for 
the bleſſings they enjoy under a continuance of them, May the 
fame zeal animate and inſpire the breaſt of every one who ſets a 
due value upon our excellent eſtabliſhment ; and may it be direct- 
ed, with effect, to the laudable purpoſe of ſupporting ny 
| part of the Britith empire in its | conſtitutional obedience. 


The right diſcharge of government, even when aided by the 
moſt favourable circumſtances, and adminiſtered over a people 
the moſt virtuous upon earth, is no eaſy taſk: and there is re- 
quired, to preſerve a proper underſtanding between rulers and 
ſubjects, as much ſkill as is neceſſary to cultivate and improve the 


moſt delicate friendſhip. But how arduous the taſk, and en- 
larged 


Fe 


eren the difficulties, to ſupport juſt authority over a licontious 
people, impatient of every, the moſt neceſſary reſtraint, and 
prone to interpret the moſt unexceptionable meaſures into a 
luſt of oppreflion. Who then would riſque the danger of ſuch 
an employment as the public adminiſtration of government, 

when the people have loſt the ſenſe of religion? the main ſup= 
port, nay, the only foundation, on which a decent demeanour, or 
due obedience, can be built. 


And, if it ever was of VER to teſtify a regard for our con- 
ſtitution, it is certainly ſo now. Our anceſtors were ſo ſenſible of 
the bleſſings they enjoyed under it, that they would have offered 
their lives a willing ſacrifice to its defence. They were wiſe and 

virtuous; and, if we inherited their wiſdom, and the ſober vir- 
tues which directed their conduct, we ſhould be more ſenſible of 
the value ofa mild and legal government, Let us endeavour to 
become as good Chriſtians as they were, and we ſhall preſently be- 
come better ſubjects than we are; for, what reaſon is there to ex- 
pe& that we ſhould pay a proper obedience to human government, 
when we pay none to the divine? Make men more dutiful to the 
| ſupreme Governor of the univerſe, and they will ſubject them 
ſclves to earthly rulers, legally exerciſing their authority upon the 
very principles on which our religion enfarces Ades, as to 
powers ordained of God ſor their good,” 


And, in order to engage tho divine bleſſings, in reſtoring to us 
peace with ourſelves, and with alt the world, let us devote ourſelves to 
the duties of religion, and to thoſe of our particular callings, abidin 8 

therein with godlineſs and honeſty, © ſtudying to be quiet, and to 
© mind 


( 3s ) 

| 6 mind our own bulineſs, z a ſtudy which the learned apoſtle, ho re- 
commends it, ſeems to have thought more uſeful to common life 
than the politer ones he might have met with in the ſchools at 
Athens, Let us cultivate in ourſelves, and cheriſh: i in the breaſt 
of others, as far at leaſt as our own influence and example will go, 
a more favourable diſpoſition towards government; firm and re- 
ſolute under all events, with God's bleſſing upon our endeavours 


to ſupport and bear it up with vigour, againſt the! importunate cla- 
mours of factious, and the vicious e of bad men. 


And if we would, at this time, do our Spy an efſential ſer- 
vice, let us firſt ſanctify our hearts with the calm and gentle ſpirit 
of prayer, and then direct our endeavours towards correcting our 
on vices, and the public vices of the age. From our joint ef- 
forts, ſo wilely directed, we might experience the happieſt effects; 
and that fo general an example might have more influence to fave 


a guilty nation, than out vicious combinations have been effectual 


Among the moſt 6s vices of the age, the firſt, 5 indeed 
the greateſt, from whence all others flow, is a want of the religious 
ſenſe ; of all our wants the only one 'of which we hear few com- 
plaints, and yet it is this which has given birth to all the reſt, — 

to every kind of immorality aud ptophaneneſs; to that madneſs 
of party-fury, and that ſullen contempt of the juſt authority 5 
God and man, which ſo ſcandalouſly diſtinguiſh the preſent times. 
To which great and collective maſs of national impieties, as we 
have all in greater or leſs degree contributed our ſhare, ſo it is but 

reaſonable 


6609 
reaſonable that we 6 join together, and take erety one his part in 
the n humiliation. ; 
By reaſon of theſe things the wrath of God is kindled againſt 
us, which there is no other means of averting than by returning 


© to him with all our hearts.” This may engage his favour and 
protection, which, whatever farther evils may await the nation, du- 


ring the preſeat unſettled courſe of public affairs, will, in the end, 
prove our ſureſt refuge, and our beſt — 


THE END. 


